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LUNCHEON
March 18
New Life

Christian Center
Program:

Benefits of going solar

Business Connection
Group Meets

The Lompoc Valley Business
Connection’s February meet-
ing featured guest speaker
Olivia Alvarez,owner of De-
fined Business Solutions.  In
her presentation, Alvarez
shared the 3 steps needed to
solidify business and put busi-
ness owners back in control.
   The Business Connection is
comprised small business

owners, some of whom are home-based.  They meet the third
Thursday of the month at 8:30 a.m. in the Chamber upstairs con-
ference room to share experiences and brainstorm solutions to
shared problems.  Their next meeting is scheduled for March 18.

   The return of Hay Bales &
Cocktails on January 31 was
hailed as a great success by its
organizers.  A scrumptious
“Chuck Wagon Buffet” was a
favorite feature, along with the
musical contributions of Dan
Malley throughout the day.  Guests had an opportunity to bid on
many unique live and silent auction items.  Lompoc’s Man of the
Year, Tony Durham, served as auctioneer.
   Part of the proceeds of the event are devoted to the ongoing ef-
forts of the national award winning Lompoc Valley in Bloom pro-
gram.  After a few months of rest, the group of dedicated volunteers
is re-energized and ready to tackle maintenance of established
projects as well as the initiation of new efforts.  Anyone interested in
becoming involved as a volunteer can call the Chamber office at 736-
4567, or Lori Cordova at 733-3141.

Hay Bales &
Cocktails a

Success

Hay Bales guests enjoyed food,
beverage and great entertainment at
the event.

New Chamber
Mission Statement Approved

   As a result of a recent Chamber Board of Directors retreat, board
members approved an updated mission statement at their Febru-
ary meeting.
The new mission statement is:
“The Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce is the voice of busi-
ness, which serves as an advocate to promote and add value for
all of its members.”
   Another  result of the retreat was the formation of a strategic
planning committee to review and outline goals for financial sta-
bility of the Chamber of Commerce, including guidelines for mem-
bership retention and growth.

LLV Gets Education

   The 2010 Leadership Lompoc Valley Class held its Education Topic
Day in February.  During their day, Phil Dinter (right) of Lompoc
High School’s Space, Technology and Robotics (STaRs) Academy
explained the program and exhibited some of the projects produced
by his students.  The class also learned about alternatives to tradi-
tional public schooling.  They also toured Cabrillo High School
graphic arts, sports medicine, floral design, horticultural classes as
well as the Cabrillo High School Aquarium.

Beach Restriction
Reminder

   Beach access is limited from March 1 through
September 30 during Western Snowy Plover
 nesting season. Ocean Beach is closed and

only 1/2 mile of Surf Beach is accessible.
   Also during this time, dogs
are not allowed on the beach.



Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau 2

LOMPOC VALLEY CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE AND
VISITORS BUREAU

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
John Free, Chair
Kipp Thonack, Immediate Past Chair
Jason Reynolds, Chair-Elect
John Keth, First Vice-Chair
Dena Lara, Second Vice-Chair
Denny Anderson, Secretary
Bill Reardon, CFO
Bill Hughen, Jr., At Large
Gary Williams, At Large

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fred Bittle, Santa Fe Mortgage
Pat Brady, Good Samaritan
Angela Brooks, Century 21 Realty
Lori Cordova, Catering by Lori Cordova
Robin Dunaetz, Surf Connection
John Free, Chair, Civic Member
Marno Goetsch, Village Oaks Investments
Tim Harrington, Terralink Consulting
John Keth, The Party Shop, First Vice-Chair
Dena Lara, Boys & Girls Club of Lompoc,
   Second Vice-Chair
Bob Manning, Sue’s Place
Jaime Marks, CoastHills Federal Credit Union
Ana Maya, Servicios Maya
Bill Reardon, CFO, LOVARC
Jason Reynolds, State Farm Insurance
Kipp Thonack, Edward Jones
Sachi Yenokida, Union Bank of California

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS
Frank Hain, Lompoc Planning Commission
Susan Warnstrom, 4th District County
  Supervisor’s Office

STAFF
C. Dennis Anderson,  President/CEO
Dennis  Headrick,  Executive Assistant
Trisa Judt, Bookkeeper/Secretary
Gene Stevens, Marketing/Advertising

AND
Matilda, the Chamber's ghost

THE CHAMBER, the official publication of the
Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce,  is published
monthly for a $15 yearly membership subscription.
Postage paid at Lompoc, CA, Postmaster.  Send
address changes to P.O. Box 626, Lompoc, CA
93438-0626.

Chamber email addresses:
Denny Anderson: cda@lompoc.com
Dennis Headrick: deh@lompoc.com
Trisa Judt: accounting @lompoc.com
Gene Stevens: gene@lompoc.com
Friday Focus: fridayfocus@lompoc.com
Filming info: filming@lompoc.com

~ John

   MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR
by John Free

Is your cup half empty or half full?

When you learn from a recent survey that there are
117 vacant commercial spaces in Lompoc you get to
make your own choice.

I like to think there are 117 opportunities for attracting
new businesses or upsizing existing businesses. The
city should be encouraged to know how much new
city business license fees and potential sales tax rev-
enue is at their fingertips.

We would like to thank Sue Coupland and her CASH
Academy students at Lompoc High School for con-

ducting this important survey. The students will keep refining it and updating the informa-
tion. To see this survey go to: www.lhs.org and click on the picture of the house with the
words “Lompoc Property Project” on it.

The volunteer Chamber Board of Directors has had its 4th meeting on drafting a viable
strategic plan. The members are contributing an enormous amount of time away from their
own work and enterprises in order to craft a plan for the benefit of our members and our
business community.

That reminds me that sometimes a local citizen asks me “Well, what does the Chamber do
for me?” The short answer is the one John F. Kennedy gave in his inaugural address in
1961. If you don’t know this quote, look it up on Google.

The longer answer is that you get from any endeavor what you put into it. The Chamber
has eight committees dedicated to furthering business goals. The Chamber also has an-
other eight committees dedicated to Economic Development. Want to know what the
Chamber does for you — then go to a committee meeting and find out.

Our Chamber of Commerce has been providing service to the business community of
Lompoc for more than 100 years and has an impressive history of accomplishments by its
volunteers. The Board of Directors is open to constructive suggestions regarding how to
make the Chamber service product more beneficial to the membership and the community.
The directors names are listed on the Chamber Newsletter masthead. I’ll bet you know
some of them.

“ What does the Chamber do for me?” Drop by sometime, call us or Google us at Lompoc
Chamber of Commerce - there is a lot going on and you can be a part of it.

Remember, nothing works until you do.
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