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Lompoc native, Jeffrey Brewton, celebrated the grand opening of
Lock & Load Gunsmithing on August 28. Lock & Load Gunsmith-
ing, located at 1507 E. Chestnut Ave., boasts a complete machine
shop with Certified Gunsmiths who can manufacture that hard to
find part. Lock & Load is a general gunsmith shop with the knowl-
edge and expertise to repair any firearm.

Lock & Load Celebrates OpeningLLV, YLLV Classes Begin
   The Chamber’s Leadership Lompoc Valley (LLV) and Youth Lead-
ership Lompoc Valley (YLLV) classes began their programs with
weekend retreats held in September.
   LLV Class members in the 2011 class are: Federico Cioni, Baroda
Farms; Jeremy Eggars, USAF, Chief, Public Affairs; Erica Espinoza,
Union Bank; James Hinshaw, Hinshaw Insurance Agency; Michelle
Hodapp, Excel Personnel Services; Andre Hope, U.S. Air Force/4
SLS; Vicky King, CoastHills Federal Credit Union; Michael Lutton,
U.S. Air Force 381 TRG; Gene Margheim, City of Lompoc; Susanne
Newman, Good Samaritan-Turning Point; Amanda Zucker, Boys
& Girls Club of Lompoc.
  YLLV class members for 2011 include from Cabrillo High School:
Maria Aguirre, Emily Bean, Cory  Croker, Madeleine Harris, Nathan
Reed, Simon Reep, Andrew Rinard, Margot Robohn, Steven
Salvatore and Alicia Van Enoo.  Class participants from Lompoc
High School are:  Sonia Ayala, Victor DeAlba, Jessica DeLuna,
Aaron Francisco, Primitivo Gonzalez, Heriberto Hidalgo, Azaria
Johnson, Kristin Nichols and Tia Snow.  Hannah Armstrong from
the New Life Christian Academy is also part of this year’s program.
   LLV class members were also introduced to friends, families and
colleagues at a kick-off banquet held on September 29 at La Purisima
Mission.  YLLV participants will be introduced at a future Chamber
luncheon.
   Both programs feature monthly topic days, where class partici-
pants learn about different facets of the community.
   LLV will hold their first topic day, “Media and Communications,”
on Friday October 15.  YLLV’s first topic day, featuring “Agricul-
ture,” will be held on Monday, October 18.

LLV Presents Award
   The Leadership Lompoc Valley Board of Trustees presented the “Dick DeWees Community Leadership Award” to Sachi Yenokida of Union
Bank at the LLV kickoff banquet on September 29.  Sachi is a LLV graduate, Past Chair of the Chamber Board, a  Chamber Ambassador, Member
of the Chamber Foundation Board, Founder of the Chamber’s Small Business Connection Group, Chair of the Women’s Business Network,
Board member of  Women in Chambers, long time board member and current Chair of the YMCA Board, longtime fundraiser for the YMCA,
active on the Hospital Foundation Special Events Committee, member of the Hospital Foundation Board of Trustees, Secretary to the Library
Foundation Board, member of Lompoc Rotary, table leader for the Lompoc High School Ethics Workshop, judge for the Cabrillo High School
Senior Projects, and a committee member for the Hospital Foundation, Catholic Charities, YMCA and Boys and Girls Club golf tournaments.
She has helped with funding for the Chamber’s Airman’s Appreciation BBQ, Air Force Association Community Partner program, the Food
Bank, the Rape Crisis Center, the Mural Society, the Boy Scouts, the Police and Fire Departments and the Turducken Dinner Group.
About the Dick De Wees Community Leadership Award
   The Community Leadership Award was started in the mid-nineties. For a variety of reasons the then LLV Board decided to discontinue the
award. The current board decided that as a leadership organization it is important to recognize people in the community that provide
outstanding service and positive contributions to the community. As a result, they have decided to once again annually recognize an
individual that demonstrates exemplary leadership. Further, the board felt that the award should be given in the name of Mayor Dick DeWees
who they felt epitomized commitment and courage and made positive contributions to the Lompoc Valley.  See additional story on page 4.

Halloween Mixer at the Party Shop
1010 North H St.
October 7,  5-7 p.m.
Wear costume and join the fun.
An award will be given for the best costume
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   MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR
by Jason Reynolds

~ Jason

Hello!

   For the past few months our city has been dis-
cussing a very important issue that involves all of
us.   The issue that I am referring to is that of eco-
nomic development.   This is a concept that brings
forth many different ideas and philosophies.    The

most recent attempt for our city to begin a plan was through the use of The
California Association for Local Economic Development Professional Advi-
sory Service (CALED).   This team was hired by the city to provide us with
their observations and recommendations of the current economic state of the
Lompoc Valley.   To view this report in its entirety you can access it on the City
of Lompoc’s website under CALED report.
    The big question now is what to do with this report.    As our city council’s
and mayor’s decisions become closer this will ultimately decide the team who
will work with the city to lead this project into the future.     One of the recom-
mendations from CALED was that of  “regional cooperation.” Due to major
budget constraints our city is dealing with and facing, a plan will have to utilize
all the resources available.     By building a team consisting of a good cross
section of our community, we can hopefully get a better idea of these opportu-
nities.   The list covers business, government, education, healthcare, neighbor-
ing areas, commuters, media, and residents.   As a Chamber we represent all of
these industries and would serve as an example of a way we could assist in the
development of this group.
    Our Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce has one of the strongest volun-
teer backings in this community.    Over the next few months we will be looking
at ways that we can utilize this to help discover the role our organization can
play in the economic development process.    As we move forward we wel-
come and encourage our membership and community to be vocal about how
they would like to see the Chamber involved.

Thank you,

New Board Members
   The Chamber Board of Directors welcomed two new members to the group on
September 22.  George Bedford of  Sunset Auto Center and Chris Ames of
Brooks and Ames, Attorneys at Law were recently elected to the board to fill
two unexpired terms.  Ames is a newcomer to the Chamber and to the Board.
Bedford served previously on the Board and was Board Chair in 1982.
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Mandatory Change to 2010
Employment Notices Poster

   All employers are REQUIRED to get an updated 2010 Employ-
ment Poster by October 8 due to California’s Department of Worker’s
Compensation (DWC) released regulations that require all employ-
ers within the state to post a new ‘Notice to Employees – Injuries
Caused by Work.’ All California employers must post the updated
Employment Notices Poster in a conspicuous location frequented
by employees, by October 8, 2010. Failure to post the notice by
the October deadline can result in a misdemeanor and up to
$7,000 in civil penalties.
   Employers must also distribute a new ‘Your Rights to Workers’
Compensation Benefits’ pamphlet to all new employees who start
to work on or after October 8, 2010, at the time of hire or before the
end of the first pay period.
   Here’s a money saving hint:
Employment Posters may also change in 2011, so in the meantime,
you may download the just the October 8 worker’s compensation
update and post it next to your current posters.
The link is: http://www.dir.ca.gov/dwc/NoticePoster.pdf
   Included in this newsletter is a flyer regarding the purchase of
updated employment posters.

The Spotlight Shines on:
Hispanic Business Committee

 The Hispanic Business Committee, under the leadership of Ana
Maya stays busy year round planning fundraisers and special
events.  The committee serves to assist hispanic owned busi-
nesses in  improving their visibility to the entire community and
building their customer base.
   The committee is also  responsible for the annual Cinco de Mayo
celebration in Ryon Park, which attracts several thousand partici-
pants.  Other offerings have included visits from the Mexican Con-
sulate  and seminars addressing  current real estate issues.
   The committee is in the planning stages for their second “Salsa
& Cocktails” dance scheduled for October as a fundraiser for on-
going events and student scholarships.

Help With Dues Payments
   For those members who are renewing their memberships, the
Chamber has a payment method to fit any budget.
   You can now have your dues automatically withdrawn from your
bank account in monthly, quarterly, or semi-annual installments,
or in a lump sum, so that your payments are easier and less painful
for you to make. We can provide the forms for you to authorize
payments from your bank.  A service charge of $1 per withdrawal
applies.
OR -
We can also schedule a payment plan for you utilizing the normal
invoicing procedures, if you prefer not to take advantage of the
automatic withdrawal procedure.
   If you are interested in signing up for either of the dues payment
programs, or have any questions please call the Chamber office at
736-4567.

Business Connection
The next Business Connection meeting will be Thurs-
day, October 21 at 8:30 a.m. in the upstairs Chamber
Conference Room.  The guest speaker will be City
Administrator, Laurel Barcelona who will share infor-
mation about the City of Lompoc.
   The Business Connection is a group of local busi-
ness owners who gather monthly to share challenges,
issues and solutions.
Feel free to join in!

A Taste of Fashion
   The Alpha Literary and Improvement club will present their annual
fashion show “A Taste of Fashion” and luncheon on November 6 at
the Elks Lodge, 905 E,. Ocean Ave.  Lunch will be served at 12 noon
followed by the fashion show at 1 p.m.  Fashions are being provided
by Sues’ Place, Elna’s of Solvang, Aurora’s Creations, Macy’s, CAbi
Fashions and WalMart.  Tickets are $30 each and  are available by
calling Maxine Scanlon at 736-1645 or Jeanne McBratney at 735-2345.
Proceeds from the event benefit the Alpha Club’s ongoing programs
and Valley Haven Senior Day Care.

October Mixer
Be sure to join
The Party Shop

1010 North H St.
at their Chamber Mixer to be held on

October 7 from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Be sure to come in costume, you could be the

winner of the “Best Costume” contest.
Help us usher in the Fall Season and  Halloween

October Mixer




